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The Jagiellonian University (Polish: Uniwersytet Jagiellonski (UJ) a public research university in 
Krakow, Poland. Founded in 1364 by King Casimir III the Great. 


The Jagiellonian University comprises 16 Faculties, where nearly 4 thousand academic staff conduct 
research and provide education to almost 40 thousand students, within the framework of more than 
150 different fields of study. 


Notable alumni. 
Nicolaus Copernicus, Renaissance polymath who formulated the theory of Heliocentrism. 


Jan Dtugosz, priest, chronicler and diplomat. 


Francysk Skaryna, Belarusian humanist, physician, and translator. 


Jan Kochanowski, Renaissance poet who established poetic patterns that would become integral to 
the Polish literary language. 


John Ill Sobieski, King of Poland. 


Hugo Kottataj, constitutional reformer and educationalist, one of the most prominent figures of the 
Polish Enlightenment. 


Carl Menger, Austrian economist and the founder of the Austrian School of economics. 
Karol Olszewski, chemist who became the first scientist to liquefy oxygen and nitrogen. 


Ignacy Lukasiewicz, pharmacist, engineer, businessman, inventor, and philanthropist who built the 
world's first modern oil refinery. 


Wactaw Sierpinski, mathematician known for contributions to set theory, number theory, theory of 
functions, and topology. 


Bronistaw Malinowski, one of the founders of social anthropology. 


Ivo Andric, Yugoslav novelist, poet and short story writer, winner of the 1961 Nobel Prize in 
Literature. 


Antoni Kepinski, psychiatrist and philosopher. 


Stanistaw Lem, writer of science fiction and essays on various subjects, including philosophy, 
futurology, and literary criticism. 


Krzysztof Penderecki, composer and conductor. 

Wistawa Szymborska, poet, essayist and translator, recipient of the 1996 Nobel Prize in Literature. 
Pope John Paul Il, head of the Catholic Church from 1978 until 2005. 

Norman Davies, British historian specializing in Central and Eastern Europe. 

Jerzy Vetulani, neuroscientist, pharmacologist and biochemist. 


Andrzej Duda, 6th President of the Republic of Poland. 


Krak6w was the official capital of Poland until 1596 and has traditionally been one of the leading 
centres of Polish academic, economic, cultural and artistic life. Cited as one of Europe's most 
beautiful cities, its Old Town with Wawel Royal Castle was declared the first UNESCO World Heritage 
Site in the world. 


